Seeing the differences

The left hemisphere is important for all forms of communication. We know this because when it is ...(1).. , perhaps as a result of an accident, there can be serious problems in speaking. It seems that the left hemisphere specializes in controlling certain movements, including the movements we use to communicate.  The right hemisphere specializes in receiving and analysing information from the outside world (telling the difference between melodies, identifying a face or locating an object accurately in space). Some parts of the right hemisphere are mainly concerned with helping us understand what we hear (auditory), while other parts help us make sense of things that we see. 

Although we have known that the two cerebral hemispheres have different ...(2)... , or properties, until recently people thought that they looked the same. Now we know that there are also small differences in the anatomy or visible structure of the left and right sides. 
We have seen that the two sides of the brain are different, but how much can one person's brain differ from another's?  ...(3)... shows that all human brains are very much alike, but there are minor differences between one brain and another. The question is whether these are just chance variations which don't mean anything, or whether it can be shown that they are associated with different traits in different people. One characteristic that might be expected to relate to brain asymmetry is hand preference. Over 90 per cent of people are right-handed. We know that movements of the hands depend on activity in areas of the opposite hemisphere of the brain. Right-hand movements ...(4)...  on the left hemisphere.  So how do left-handers' brains differ from right-handers? Research is still going on to explore this question. So far it seems that the temporal-lobe and Sylvian-fissure anatomical asymmetries are less marked in left-handers than in right-handers.

Whether you are a boy or a girl also determines how your brain looks and works. We know from animal research that the outer layer of the cerebrum is thicker on the right hemisphere than on the left in male rats. ...(5)...  recent discovery is that male and female brains in some ways work differently. When set the same task, females may use both hemispheres, while male brain activity is restricted to one side. For example, if the task is to define words, men appear to use only their left hemisphere, while women use both. For many other problem-solving activities however, men's and women's brains work in the same way.

Some of the differences between the ways that men's and women's brains work must have evolved over time. We know that the average man and woman have slightly different intellectual strengths. Some of these differences appear to be the ...(6)... of a division of labour between men and women going back to our hunter-gatherer past. For example, men are better at navigational skills such as map reading and judging distances and at targeting skills (dart throwing for instance). These skills probably developed through hunting. Women have a better memory for words and objects, and are better at fine motor skills. These abilities probably developed through food gathering near the home and through making clothes and preparing food.
Choose the most appropriate word to complete the text:
1. a) broken

b) ruined

c) defective

d) damaged
2. a) functions
b) roles

c) occupations
d) purposes
3. a) examination
b) research

c) investigation
d) test
4. a) apply

b) depend

c) influence

d) belong
5. a) the other
b) others

c) other

d) another
6. a) result

b) effect

c) output

d) conclusion
